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Since the beginning of June, various State Data Protection Commissioners - the data 

protection authorities of the federal states - have been issuing press releases stating that data 

transfers to the U.S. by companies are now to be investigated on a large scale. After the 

authorities in Berlin and Hamburg initially published press releases, Baden-Württemberg, 

Bavaria and Rhineland-Palatinate, among others, have already followed suit. It can be 

assumed that this endeavor will be coordinated nationwide. 

 

The background to this is the CJEU's Schrems II decision published on July 16, 2020, which 

declared the "Privacy Shield" invalid and made the transfer of data to the USA an issue 

affecting a large number of companies. For many transfers that have been practiced for years, 

for example every time a US-based cloud services is used, it is questionable whether they are 

still legal. Often, an elaborate adjustment of business and decision-making processes is 

required. In its decision, the ECJ required that national authorities suspend or prohibit unlawful 

data transfers where appropriate. 

 

The German authorities have now announced their intention to review the implementation of 

this decision at selected companies by sending them a list of questions. This is extensive and 

concerns the following complexes (links lead to the German-language questionnaires): 

-          Applicant management platforms 

-          Intra-group data transfers 

-          Mailhoster 

-          Tracking 

-          Webhoster 

 

 

 

https://www.datenschutz.rlp.de/fileadmin/lfdi/download/SchremsII/SchremsII_Antwortbogen_Bewerberportale.pdf
https://www.datenschutz.rlp.de/fileadmin/lfdi/download/SchremsII/SchremsII_Antwortbogen_Konzerninterner_Datenverkehr.pdf
https://www.datenschutz.rlp.de/fileadmin/lfdi/download/SchremsII/SchremsII_Antwortbogen_Mailhoster.pdf
https://www.datenschutz.rlp.de/fileadmin/lfdi/download/SchremsII/SchremsII_Antwortbogen_Tracking.pdf
https://www.datenschutz.rlp.de/fileadmin/lfdi/download/SchremsII/SchremsII_Antwortbogen_Webhoster.pdf


Based on an initial analysis of the questionnaires, the supervisory authorities mainly want to 

check what measures companies have taken regarding the "Schrems II" decision and whether 

they have followed the recommendations of the supervisory authorities. 

If you have points of contact with any of these areas, it is recommended that your data 

protection officer or advisor take a look into the relevant list of questions and check whether 

you can answer them satisfactorily, if necessary. Experience has shown that corresponding 

internal investigations are time-consuming. They should therefore not be postponed until a 

letter from the authority has been received. 

If you need advice, HEUSSEN will of course be happy to provide you with our experienced 

lawyers specialized in data protection law upon request.       

 


